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ALFRESCO 
UPGRADE

When it’s hot outside, 
make your backyard the coolest 

on the block
BY KATHRYN STREETER

A
s summer approaches and the 

mercury begins to rise, entertain-

ing friends and family comfort-

ably during the ongoing pandem-

ic requires some creativity and 

forward-thinking. Consider these curated 

suggestions from the experts to enhance 

your backyard and create an idyllic refuge so 

that no matter the temperature, friends and 

family will flock to your sanctuary:

HAVE A SEAT
Lifestyle expert and social 

media content creator Veena 

Crownholm says that one of the 

biggest must-haves to create 

cozy and attractive outdoor 

spaces ready for entertaining 

is the perfect seating arrange-

ment. She loves Outer’s wicker 

outdoor sofa with armless 

chairs because it’s a modular 

seating system, making it easy 

to arrange and promote an 

intimate, conversational space. 

Made of stain- and water-

resistant fabric, cleanup is quick 

and easy. 

 CHILL OUT 
Making sure your guests are 

comfortable is a top priority for 

Michelle Ison, founder of the 

Picnic & Peonies luxury picnic 

company. When the weather 

warms up, she suggests acces-

sorizing your outdoor entertain-

ing space with an outdoor fan 

that also provides a soothing, 

cooling mist that will help curb 

the heat and make sure your 

guests are so comfortable they 

might be tempted to stay late 

into the night. 

TAKE COVER 
One of Ison’s rules for 

successful outdoor entertaining 

is providing cover for guests. 

When hosting an outdoor party, 

it’s part of a complete setup, she 

says, and gazebos are the way 

to go. You can easily jazz things 

up by adorning them with flowy 

white sheer window curtains. 

They offer a low-cost way to 

dramatically elevate a space. >
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Backyard 
Basics
Sprucing up your 
outdoor space doesn’t 
have to break the bank. 
The pros offer these 
inexpensive tweaks for 
instant improvement:

uColorful pots of flow-
ers give space renewed 
life and energy, says 
lifestyle expert Veena 
Crownholm. Paint old 
pots to give them a 
face-lift. 

uLuxury picnic plan-
ner Michelle Ison is a 
fan of incorporating as 
many plants as pos-
sible, especially banana 
leaf plants to channel 
a tropical vibe. Tip: 
Lavender and citronella 
are great for naturally 
repelling mosquitoes. 

uA privacy wall 
defines your space and 
keeps away prying eyes, 
Ison points out. These 
can be purchased on-
line or easily built. 

uCrownholm likes to 
add budget-friendly, 
weather-resistant throw 
pillows to accentuate 
the space. 

uDefine an area for 
entertaining, whether 
for games of cornhole 
or an outdoor movie 
night, says Ison. 

— Kathryn Streeter

LIGHTEN UP
Ison says that having a variety of 

lighting sources is key. To keep things in-

teresting, she recommends AquaFlame’s  

festive Maya Black fountain diffuser, 

which provides light, soothing water 

sounds and scent from essential oils. 

This battery-operated, innovative light is 

equipped with a timer for convenience. 

A remote control offers 16 LED light set-

tings, including a color-changing option 

to cast mood-enhancing rainbow shafts 

of light.

Crownholm loves string lights. “They 

are so romantic and create the right 

ambiance while allowing your guests to 

still be able to see.” The Afirst outdoor 

string lights with Edison bulbs that come 

in three lengths are a must to help jazz up 

your next get-together. 

DINE OUTSIDE
Cooking is a key aspect to a winning 

outdoor experience, says Ison: “All events 

pair well with food!” When it comes to 

caring for her guests, she singles out 

The Big Green Egg, which grills, smokes, 

roasts, sears and even bakes, to fill the 

air with sensational smells and satisfy 

appetites.   

As the mother of 

two boys, Crownholm 

is a fan of cooking as 

a family, and the Ooni 

Koda 16 pizza oven 

creates memorable 

dinners, allowing for 

a “DIY pizza night.” Gather friends and 

family together to have fun creating their 

own personal pizzas. Have everyone pop 

their works of art into the gas-powered 

Ooni oven, and after about 90 seconds 

restaurant-style pizzas will emerge, ready 

to be devoured. “It’s a fun way to get your 

guests engaged and help make dinner at 

the same time,” says Crownholm. l

A multifunc-
tional diffuser, 
top, and stylish 
string lights add 
ambiance to an 
outdoor space.


