USA NORTHEAST

TODAY
TRAVEL

2024

NEW ENGLAND ¢ NEW YORK ¢ MID-ATLANTIC

1§

§8. 1
ik
- o

¢ i

’"‘u‘i]'l.‘

i . W Sl s e Wl AL A

MUST-VISIT": NOTABLE : SUMMER
SPOTS :  HOTELS FUN
Best attractions : Newandrelaxing : Day trips, beaches,
intheregion | placestostay : festivals & more

Brooklyn Bridge and Lower Manhattan, New York
Lol 5 O,




USA TODAY SPECIAL EDITION

CONTENTS

UP FRONT

6 TSA TIPS
How to get through the airport
faster, plus other insider advice

8 AIRBNB VS. HOTEL
Choosing the best lodging option

1 0 FUN FORALL
The top new
attractions in
the Northeast

GETTY IMAGES

ON THE COVER
Skyline of New York City at sunset

PHOTOGRAPH
Getty Images

FEATURES

1 4 NOSTALGIC STAYS
Step back in time at
reimagined retro hotels

2 o WORTH A STOP
Roadside attractions to

visit on a road trip

2 8 BLOCK PARTY
LEGO Discovery Center

expands footprint in the
Northeast

MAINE
Shop homegrown treasures
in The Pine Tree State

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Discover the charming beauty
of Littleton

VERMONT
New restaurants to experience

MASSACHUSETTS
The best of Boston’s new
and updated hotels

Cape Cod
breweries
foster | %

RHODE ISLAND
Fun summer activities

NEW YORK
Entrepreneur Simone Smith’s
favorite spots in Queens

Gilded architectural
gems still standing

2 8 LEGO Discovery Center

68

12

76

80

84

88

94

LEGO DISCOVERY CENTER, WASHINGTON, D.C.

64

NEW JERSEY
Family daycations throughout
the Garden State

PENNSYLVANIA
Hersheypark hits the sweet spot

DELAWARE
The First State’s best
summer festivals

MARYLAND
How to talk like an
Eastern Shore native

WASHINGTON, D.C.
An insider’s guide to the historic
Georgetown neighborhood

VIRGINIA
Where to play, eat, stay
in Virginia Beach

WEST VIRGINIA
Visit New River Gorge
National Park

LAST LOOK
USA TODAY Crossword

All prices and availability are subject to change.

® FOLLOW US ON X: @USATODAYMAGS 0 FACEBOOK: Facebook.com/usatodaymags

USA TODAY
NETWORK

STUDIC

GANNETT

EDITORIAL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, USA TODAY
Terence Samuel

DIRECTOR

Jeanette Barrett-Stokes
jbstokes@usatoday.com

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Jerald Council
jcouncil@usatoday.com

MANAGING EDITOR
Michelle Washington

mjwashington@usatoday.com

ISSUE EDITOR
Crystal Tate

ISSUE DESIGNER
Jaron Cote

EDITORS
Jack Cooksey
Sandra Guzman
Harry Lister

DESIGNERS
Hayleigh Corkey
Debra Moore
Gina Toole Saunders
Lisa M. Zilka

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Diane Bair, Lesley Balla, Lisa A. Beach, Eve Chen,
Brent Hallenbeck, Kim Komando, Andre Lamar,
Katie Landeck, Wendy O’Dea, Frankie Rowley,
Laura Benedict Sileo, Kathryn Streeter,
DeAnna Taylor, Valentina Valentini,
Tamara Walker, Corinne Whiting,
Pamela Wright, Stacey Zable

VP, GM CONTENT VENTURES

Scott Stein
sstein@usatoday.com

ADVERTISING

VP, ADVERTISING
Patrick Burke
pburke@usatoday.com
ACCOUNT DIRECTOR
Vanessa Salvo
vsalvo@usatoday.com

FINANCE
Billing Coordinator
Julie Marco

ISSN# 0734-7456

A USA TODAY Network publication,
Gannett Co. Inc.

USA TODAY, its logo and associated
graphics are the trademarks of Gannett
Co. Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
Copyright 2024, USA TODAY, a division of
Gannett Co. Inc. Editorial and publication
headquarters are at 1675 Broadway,
23rd Floor; New York, NY 10019.

For accuracy questions, call or send an
email to accuracy@usatoday.com.



80

USA TODAY SPECIAL EDITION

Mgt

1) ~

WASHINGTON, D.C. | GEORGETOWN

Glimpses of

R L

3
\
]

L

. ——
b

1]

THE POPPY GEORGETOWN

Glamour

An insider’s guide to4his historic
capital city neighborhood

By Kathryn Streeter

F YOU’'RE FLIRTING WITH a Wash-

ington, D.C., getaway, take the extra
step to plan your stay in or near the
historic Georgetown neighborhood.

evening conversation after a day of
exploring.

Georgetown is best explored by foot
to fully appreciate its beauty, so put on
your walking shoes. As a nice overview,
let DC Design Tours show you around. The

= The scenic guided tour covers
area takes you famous sights
back in time with such as the old
brick sidewalks, Stone House, DC’s
cobblestone streets oldest structure,
lined with luxury Chesapeake & Ohio
stores and stately Canal and the
townhomes. Exorcist Steps,

Yet, there is as seen in the
so much more to classic 1973 horror
appreciate about movie. If desired,
this part of the city request a specially
seemingly far re- curated tour
moved from official featuring homes of
Washington. Here, past noteworthy
experience historic Georgetown
Georgetown with residents like John
a strong dose of F. and Jacqueline
insider tips. Kennedy, Madeleine

For a locally Albright and
inspired visit, plan Elizabeth Taylor.
to stay off the Visit the
main drag — away Dumbarton Oaks
from the crowds Gardens, stepping
and street noise at inside the museum
the boutique The if you can be
Poppy Georgetown pulled away from
Guesthouse & nature. In a slightly
Gardens. The different part of
idyllic sanctuary WASHINGTON.ORG; THE POPPY GEORGETOWN  the neighborhood,
welcomes stop by Dumbarton

four-legged friends, and sits tucked

in the middle of historic townhouses

on Georgetown’s east end. Each of the
property’s 15 rooms is unique, with
variations that include personal patios,
sleeper sofas and a stand-alone soaking
tub. Take note of the art installations,
created by local artist Amy Kaslow, and
be charmed by the lush patio gardens,
perfect for breakfast — or intimate

House, if only to notice the adorable
adjacent secret garden, free to the public
from sunup to sundown. Bookmark this
little hideaway, close to The Poppy, which
affords a quiet place to rest your feet
during your stay.

Pop into the beloved butchery
Stachowski’s Market to pick up a legendary

CONTINUED »
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Shopping

pastrami sandwich and picnic at nearby
Rose Park. Follow the popular walk/
bike path over the P Street Bridge to the
nearby Dupont Circle Farmers Market on
Sundays, a bustling year-round affair.
Have a peek into independent
bookseller Bridge Street Books near
the intersection of M Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue and proceed up the
busy street with posh shops such as rag
& bone, Glossier and Ale. On Wisconsin

WASHINGTON, D.C. | GEORGETOWN

Avenue you'll spy HOBO and Kendra Scott,
but for something unique to the area,
discover locally made goods at Shop Made
InDC.

With all the steps you'll be putting in,
refuel with a bagel sandwich at Call Your
Mother on the west end of Georgetown.
Satisfy your sweet-tooth at Georgetown
Cupcake — as featured on the TODAY
show — before strolling the grounds of
Georgetown University, America’s oldest

Georgetown waterfront
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WASHINGTON.ORG (6); GEORGETOWN BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Catholic university.

Soak in lively vibes at the Georgetown
Waterfront, which has seasonal outdoor
entertainment such as weekly dance
parties. With planes overhead on their
landing path over the Potomac River,
admire Key Bridge and The Kennedy
Center — especially stunning at sunset.
Consider the free programming at The
Kennedy Center, just steps away using
the walking path along the river. For

those who love being on the water, hop
aboard the Tiki Boat Booze Cruise or Capitol
River Cruises for a sightseeing tour.

Eat, drink and be merry is an easy ask
in Georgetown. For dinner, venture down
a narrow alley off Wisconsin Avenue to
the Belgian restaurant Sovereign, or tuck
into the modern French eatery on Propect
Street, Brasserie Liberté. End your evening
with a nightcap at Apéro next to your
home-away-from-home, The Poppy.



